
When asked about a professional     
accomplishment of which she is most proud, 
Dana said, “I’m very proud of having created 
the role of Daisy in ‘Driving Miss Daisy’ 
off-Broadway.” She and Morgan Freeman 
originated the main roles and both won Obie 
Awards. 

She had a more difficult time choosing 
which role was her favorite to perform; she 
said, “There are so many things that stand out, 
it’s hard to choose, it’s like children!” She did 
say that playing Big Mama in “Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof” and Mrs. Malaprop in “The Rivals” 
were two that stood out.

In 2008, Dana was inducted into the Theater 
Hall of Fame. She now serves on the board to 
nominate and select honorees each year. It is 
extremely competitive; only eight people are 
inducted each year and the slate can have as 
many as 40 nominees. 

She has been nominated for five Tony 
Awards; the first two in 1984. She is one of only 
three actors to receive two Tony nominations 
in the same year for acting. She was most 
recently nominated in 2007 for “Butley.” 

Dana is recognizable to many for her 
movie and television roles. She has a cameo 
in “Ocean’s 8” with a powerful cast of other 
female actresses, and appeared in in popular 
movies including “The Help” and “Legally 
Blonde 2: Red, White & Blonde.” 

When asked about her success, she said: “I had the tools 
I needed for how to approach a role. My advice to aspiring 
actors would be to get some tools and get some training. 
You can’t just pull acting out of the ether; you will go further 
if you have the tools and technique so you know how to 
approach roles.”

Dana said she has intentionally slowed down, “Acting 
takes extraordinary physical stamina. Never say never, so I 
won’t, but it would have to be something special to work.” 
She had a hip replaced in January of this year. She said, 
“When you’re young, you have so much energy. You need to 
work off the cream of that energy.” 

At convention, Dana will share what she has done and 
what she has gleaned from it: “It will be about life lessons 
that I can extract from my experiences. My experience 
happens to be as an actor.” 

Three
Bright
Phi Mu 
Stars Tena Clark, AΟ, may not be unique in considering the 

late Maya Angelou an “exceptional woman.” But she is 
among the very few who personally knew the poet 

and civil rights activist.
One of Dr. Angelou’s many inspirational quotes is, “My 

mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to 
do so with some passion, some compassion, some humor, 
and some style.”

Tena and two other Phi Mu alumnae, Laura Brightwell, ΑΑ, 
and Dana Ivey, AΩ, have certainly accomplished that 
mission – living with passion, compassion, humor 
and style. They have also achieved success in their 
respective fields. The common denominator: their Phi Mu 
membership. 

They are the three “Exceptional Women” who will share 
their stories at the 2018 National Convention.

The Actress

Dana Ivey, AΩ, has enjoyed a lifetime of success on stage 
and screen. It is a passion she developed as a young girl. In 
high school, she was in a summer stock program with Sally 
Reed, AΩ. 

Sally was two years ahead of Dana at Rollins College in 
Florida. “As a freshman, I went to all of the rush parties. I 
was most interested in Phi Mu because of Sally,” said Dana. 
“The chapter also seemed more open-minded about the 

girls they would consider, 
which was appealing to 
me.”

Dana came by her love 
of acting naturally; her 
mother directed plays at 
Georgia Tech and taught 
speech and drama at 
Georgia State University. 
Very humble about her 
success, Dana said, “I was 
extremely lucky. On top 
of the education I got at 
Rollins, I studied in London 
for a year on a Fulbright 
Grant.” She was the only 
woman that year awarded a 
Fulbright for acting.

Who do you consider to be an Exceptional Woman? 
“One would have to be Rosemary Harris. She is an extraordinary actress who I admire tremendously. I have worked with her four times and 
am fortunate that she has become a friend. Another is Michelle Obama. What an extraordinary woman she is… to be a wife, mother and 
the sidekick of an exceptional leader; and also a great person in her own right. She is really interested in the important questions for women 
today. And, the Queen. I guess you’d have to say I’m a royalist. She represents to me duty, sacrifice and honor. Something that seems to be 
lost in this world. I appreciate what she has done for her country.”

Dana with Eric Stolz in “The Glass 
Menagerie.” 

Dana with Jackie Chan on the set of 
“Rush Hour 3.”

Dana Ivey on the night she was 
inducted into the Theater Hall of 
Fame.
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The Multi-Hyphenate
Laura Brightwell, AA, is the former Senior 
Vice President, Public Affairs & Communications 
for Coca-Cola Enterprises (CCE). She was in 
that role as a corporate officer for six years after 
progressively challenging positions within the 
company for 25 years. 

Laura joined Phi Mu at the University of  
Georgia. She said, “I wanted to be a Phi Mu long 
before I arrived in Athens. My mother and aunt, as 
well as my maternal grandmother, were all members 
of Alpha Alpha.” 

Laura received her bachelor’s degree in 
international business from the Terry College  
of Business. She pays it forward; she is a Founding 
Circle of Donors Leader of the University of Georgia 
Terry Women’s Initiative, a business program that 
builds students’ leadership competencies. 

“I’ve long been a proponent of workplace equality 
and believe there is significant influence that lies 
within women in all roles, especially at the board  
and executive levels. Recognizing the value of 
diversity makes a company stronger and encourages 
teams to embrace all differences, including in 

Tena Clark, AO, is an 
author, activist, award-

winning music producer, 
composer and lyricist. She is 
the CEO and Chief Creative 
Officer of DMI Music and 
Media, which she founded 
in 1997. 

When Tena went through 
recruitment at the University 

of Southern Mississippi, 
several Phi Mu family members 

encouraged her to join the chapter 
there. She listened to their advice, but 

didn’t go in with any assumptions: “I kept 
thinking about friends I’d spend the next four 
years with. I felt that the Phi Mus were most like 
me. I put Phi Mu first and never looked back.”

Tena’s daughter Dr. Cody Mannino, AΟ, also 
attended Southern Miss and also pledged Phi Mu. 
They both served the chapter for two years as 
Membership Director.

“Anytime you meet a Phi Mu, it gives you that 
instant connection, familiarity and comfortability,” 
said Tena. She travels a great deal for work and said 
Phi Mu has come up in professional meetings many 
times. One special connection she has is with her 
best friend, media executive Pat Mitchell, AA. They 
first met when they were both guests of Norman 
Lear at his home in Vermont. Tena and Pat went 
on a long hike. “We were talking about college, and 
when she said she was a Phi Mu, I just had a heart 
attack and we hugged. We are two peas in a pod 
and sharing that made us even closer.”

Tena has written or produced songs for iconic 
recording artists including Aretha Franklin, Patti 
LaBelle, Dionne Warwick and Gladys Knight. In 
2009, Natalie Cole was honored with two Grammy 
Awards for the album “Still Unforgettable” which 
was executive-produced by Tena. Not limited to 
any one genre, she has written award-winning 

country hits and 
contributed multi-
platinum movie 
soundtracks 
such as “Hope 
Floats” and “My 
Best Friend’s 
Wedding.” 
Tena laughs 
that her mom 
is most proud 
that she created 
the national 
campaign 
theme, “Have 
You Had Your 
Break Today” for 
McDonald’s. 

Tena is still highly involved with DMI Music but 
said that currently, “A good portion of my time is 
around activism, for justice, women’s issues, anti-
violence, especially domestic violence.” She wrote 
a song, “Break the Chain,” for 1 Billion Rising, the 
world’s largest movement to end violence against 
women and girls. It is the most globally performed 
song in history. 

She is also active in political causes. “In this day 
and age, you’re either someone who runs from the 
fire or to a fire. I’m someone who, for better or 
worse, runs to it,” Tena said. “Even if I can be a tiny 
part of creating a better world, and a more inclusive 
world, it will all be worth it.” 

Tena and her partner Michelle LeClaire are raising 
a family together in Atlanta. 

At convention, Tena will talk about her music 
career, success as a songwriter and her work as 
an activist. She will also talk about growing up 
in Waynesboro, Miss., and her upcoming book, 
“Southern Discomfort,” a coming of age story that 
she described as a labor of love. 

The Businesswoman
thought, approach and problem-
solving,” Laura said.

She was responsible for 
innovative practices at CCE: 
“Bringing Environment 
Social Governance (ESG) 
and sustainability to 
life was a pivotal point 
in my career. I led the 
Corporate Responsibility and 
Sustainability (CRS) Committee 
of our Board of Directors when 
we secured a first-ever listing on 
the Dow Jones Sustainability Index. 
Our commitment to sustainability had 
a much broader impact on our business 
than we expected. It gained traction within the 
investment community and was a huge motivator for 
employees.” 

Laura shared her business philosophy: “Lead with 
integrity and passion and encourage others to rise to 
the challenge. When you expect more, they deliver 
more because a high bar creates opportunity for you 
and others.”

Presented with an intriguing professional 
opportunity in 2010, Laura took it: “Moving with 
my son to London was a big risk. I accepted a 
senior leadership role at Coca-Cola Enterprises. 
Ever since studying in Paris during college, I had 
wanted to work in Europe. There were many 
variables to consider to know if this was the right 
decision for my family and career. Thankfully, I had 
an unparalleled support system with many who 
encouraged me.”

Laura spends her time with her partner David at 
homes in Newport Beach, Calif., and Atlanta. They 
met when she was living and working in London. 

Laura’s son Crawford will attend the 
University of Denver this fall. 

When asked about the message 
she’ll share at convention, Laura 
said: “I believe I can identify with 
many of the women who will be in 
attendance. Phi Mu was an important 
part of my collegiate experience 
and has continued to thread itself 
through my life. I look forward to 
sharing not only about my time in 
Phi Mu and my career, but also about 
how I’m striving to redefine myself as 
I enter a new stage of my life and seek 
new opportunities.”

Who do you consider to be an Exceptional Woman? 
“There are so many! One would be Maya Angelou. She was a very dear friend of mine and a  
mentor – a phenomenal woman, that’s exactly what she was. She was a guiding light of grace 
and unconditional love; getting to know her was a huge blessing and I know she is missed by  
millions. The other is my daughter, Cody (pictured on the left). I always tell her that when I grow  
up, I want to be her. She is an inspiration to me.”

Who do you 
consider to be 
an Exceptional 
Woman? 
“Two women in particular 
continue to make a daily 
impact on me. My sister, 
Layne, is a creative genius. 
She is an artist in every 
way: children’s book writer, 
publisher, costume designer, 
painter, sculptor and home 
renovator. She continuously 
reinvents herself. And my 
paternal grandmother: Evelyn 
Sanders Brightwell Hunter, 
who was the first female VP 
of a bank in Georgia, outlived 
both husbands and both of 
her sons, yet she maintained 
a youthful exuberance 
throughout her 103 years. 
Having been born at the 
start of the industrial age, she 
embraced all things new and 
taught me to do the same.”Tena and her daughter Cody. 

Tena with John Legend. 

Tena Clark and her partner Michelle 
LeClaire. Laura speaking at the Coca-Cola Enterprises Leadership 

Meeting in Berlin, Germany in 2015.

Laura at her son Crawford’s high school graduation.
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